CHAPTER XVI
DELICACIES OF JAPAN    PRIDE OF INDIA
Some people may describe it as narrow patriotism, but I must
confess that I love Japan because it has faithfully pre erved most of
Indian arts and delicacies such as music, dancing, flower arrangement
and incense burning, etc I have heard several Japanese scholars
saying Such and such art came from India and we have preserved
it, though it is extinct in India This is true of many forms of danc
ing, music and flower arrangement, etc
As an Indian I feel pride to hear such statements, and for the infor
mation of my countrymen I quote from the Official Guide Eoo\ to
Japan (Published by the Japanese Government Railways), in order
to show that the Japanese are proud of India s debt
"Flower Arrangement
Flower arrangement is now regarded a great feature of Japanese
delicacy and love for art, and Americans specially come to Japan to
learn this art Note what the official guide book says about its origin
The art of arranging flowers originated m India with the worship
of the Buddha, before whose image it was the custom to offer flowers
In Japan the art originated some thirteen centuries ago with Prince
Shotoku, the Constatine of Japanese Buddhism, who ordered flowers
to be offered before the image of Buddha in his private chapel In
the second half of the i4th century the art made a great advance,
side by side with the perfecting of the tea ceremony, under the
fostering care of the Ashikaga Shogun, and later, HI the Tokugawa
period, manv schools sprang up, rivaling each other in popular favour